
 

CENTRESTITCH
QUILTER’S UNLIMITED CENTREVILLE CHAPTER 

Summer 2005 
 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 
Dear Quilters, 
 Summer is the time I enjoy getting on the road 
to visit new quilt shops, as I did the day I write this 
letter.  We found a nice new (changed ownership) 
quilt shop in Stephens City (just north of the 
junction of Rts. 66 and 81) called Bobbin Along 
Quilts.  Not too many fabrics, but we liked what she 
had and I got some new tools.  I also thought she had 
a good selection of batting. 
 Finding new quilt shops and new tools, or 
unusual fabrics really brightens a day for me.  
Finding a shop owner who knows a lot about 
quilting and can make really on-target suggestions 
for the right fabric or tool to fill a hole for me is 
something I appreciate.  I’m glad that fabrics are 
available on the internet for those times when I can’t 
find what I want, but I really prefer to see and touch 
what I buy, to have classes and congenial groups 
available to learn with, and to be able to discuss a 
variety of top quality tools instead of whatever is 
cheapest, which is what I usually find in a discount 
store or large craft store.  So quilt shops aren’t 
always the cheapest way to make a quilt, but they 
sure are the most fun. 
 Summer is also the time to focus on some 
projects we don’t always have time for during the 
year.  Block of the month samplers and summer 
challenge projects will be featured at September’s 
show and tell.  Bees are busy putting together 
November Centreville auction quilts, quilters are 
looking for things in their stash to sell which other 
quilters will want to buy, and all of us are telling 
friends and neighbors to start now to anticipate 
buying quilts and other holiday presents at our 
November auction. 
 Colin Powell Elementary School says we are 
cleared for the redwork bee (an open bee, so bring 
other projects if you just want the company) on July 
21 and August 18 in the cafeteria from 7:00 to 9:00. 

 
Patti Prevallet has our first workshop planned for 
August 20 at the library, to start a simple quilt which 
could be a good community service quilt and is 
certainly a great way to use up scraps of fabric.  She 
has a full list of people who plan to participate, so be 
sure to let her know if you can’t come or if you want 
to be on the waiting list.  
 Now is the perfect time to register for the QU 
Digest, an online newsletter which will keep you up 
to date with quilt happenings around the area.  Just 
send an email to QUDigest@cox.net and give Barb 
your first and last name, email address and chapter 
affiliation to subscribe.  Your email address is not 
used for any other reason and you can unsubscribe at 
any time.  It will remind you of great happenings 
around the area, like the Quilt Odyssey show in 
Hershey, PA, coming up on 28-31 July.  You can 
also read these newsletters in the library without an 
email account; just call me for the access 
information. 
 If you want a suggestion about what to make for 
November’s auction or would like to help on the 
committee, please call Joan Unkel or Barbara 
Powers.  That committee will be busy by August, 
listing items contributed and deciding on the order in 
which they will be auctioned, along with all the 
other numerous small decisions to be made.  I hope 
you borrowed a good quilt book from our library for 
the summer and are having lots of fun putting 
something new together.  I can’t wait for the fun of 
September when we get together to share it all! 
 
Piecefully yours, 
Bonnie Wilbur 
Bonnie_wilbur@cox.net 
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SUMMER WORKSHOP 
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NEED SOME SUMMER INSPIRATION? 
 Visit the Quilt Odyssey July 28-31 at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center in Hershey, PA. Our 
own Merlene Lewis will have two quilts on exhibit:  Redwork Rhymes and Splash. 
 Besides beautiful quilts, they offer workshops, lectures, and a symposium. QO advertised in our show 
program this year, filling out an exit survey gives us credit. When you stroll through admiring these quilts, 
think about what you want to submit yourself next year! 
 For more info on the show go to: www.quiltodyssey.com 

"EASY STRIP QUILTING" 
 
 Each quilt will be 
different and unique - limited 
only by your own 
imagination! Bring lots of 
darks and lights of the same 
or varying widths. Sewing 
the strips together using a 

walking foot helps prevent "directional" distortion. 
This would also be a great time to "start" your 
auction contribution!! 
 The workshop will be held at the Centreville 
Public Library - Saturday, August 20th from 10 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Sign up is required and you must be a 
current member of CQU. Space is limited to 18 - 20 
people. Please bring your sewing machine and an 
ironing board if you like. Prizes will be awarded. 
Feel free to bring snacks to share - and there will be 
a lunch run - so bring money if interested.  Adele 
will bring fabric for those who would like to make a 
community service quilt. 
 Due to some confusion about the workshop at 
the June meeting, I ask those who signed up to 
contact me via email to let me know if you are still 
planning to attend. I will be happy to add any other 
interested parties if the space allows.  
Happy Sewing   
 
Patti Prevallet 
quilt4fun@verizon.net
 

FALL RETREAT 
 

 The fall retreat will be at 
Massanetta Springs in Harrisonburg, 
VA Oct. 14-16, 2005.  The retreat is 

full & we have one person on the waiting list. To 
add your name to the waiting list, please email me. 
 The remaining $130.00 for the retreat is due at 
the September meeting or you can mail it to 
Marianne Stana, 12401 Stewarts Ford Ct., Fairfax, 
VA. 22033. 
 
Marianne Stana 
mhstana@cox.net

AUCTION 
 
 CQU's auction will be held on 
November 10, 2005. And, although in 
the heat of July it seems far away, it is 
time to start organizing for all of the 
fun to come! 

 This year it has been suggested that a bake sale 
would be a great addition to the activities. A member 
who is willing to organize this is needed - to sign up 
member contributions at our meetings, arrange for 
volunteers to staff the table, price the contributed 
goodies, and arrange for setup and take down of the 
baked goods table.  
 Volunteers are needed to staff the Chinese 
auction, the silent auction and registration. Walkers 
who hold up items for the audience are also needed. 
And, of course, volunteers to help set up and take 
down. 
 And, last, but certainly not the least, your 
contributions of items to the auction. Summertime 
might be an opportunity to go through your stash of 
fabric, collection of quilting books and patterns, 
especially the duplicates that seem to show up now 
and then, UFO's, notions purchased but never used, 
and other quilt-related items. You may have projects 
from classes, quilts, home décor items such as place 
mats and table runners, wall hangings, unquilted 
tops, a group of blocks that never quite made it into 
anything that you might be willing to contribute. Or 
perhaps a kit that once intrigued you but now isn't on 
your list of quilts to do. Whatever you find and are 
willing to contribute, Barbara Powers and Joan 
Unkel will be collecting these at each monthly 
meeting. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to call Barbara or Joan. 
 
Joan Unkel  Barbara Powers 
jeunkel@erols.com  barbpowers77@msn.com
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
 We have an exciting year ahead as 
we make and donate beautiful creations 
to our community service program.  

Thanks to the generosity of many Centreville QU 
members, we’ve made the following donations from 
September 2004 – June 2005: 

• 48 quilted recovery bags and pillows for the 
American Cancer Society Reach for Recovery 
program  

• 11 Compassion quilts for the Veterans of Iraq at 
Walter Reed 

• 82 baby quilts, 85 baby hats, and 202 baby bears 
for the INOVA Fairfax and INOVA Fair Oaks 
Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICU) and the 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) at INOVA 
Hospital for Children! 

 
 We also help the Colin Powell School get free 
equipment by collecting: 

• Bonus Bucks for Education coupons on boxes of 
baked goods 

• Labels for Education from Campbell’s soup 
products including Franco-American, Prego, 
Pepperidge Farm, Swanson broths, and V8 
juices.  There is a receptacle in the foyer of 
Colin Powell School in which you can place 
these items when you come to our monthly 
meetings.   

  
 I have patterns to share and donated fabric is 
available for anyone who would like to make an 
item for community service projects.  At our 
December and June meetings we will hold drawings 
for gift certificates for those that donated throughout 
the year—so please fill out a donation slip as you 
donate!  And many, many thanks to those who have 
so generously created and donated all year. 
 
Adele Dillie 
dillie_adele@bah.com
 

BEE KEEPER 
 

 If you are interested in joining a 
Bee, or would like to start a new one, or 

if your Bee has any openings, please let me know.  
 Would all current Bees email me a roster 
please? Thank you! 
 
Motoko Wharton 
jbmtw@yahoo.com

 
BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

 
 The September Block of the Month is the 
Friendship Star Block. The block should be red, 
white and blue.  Finished size will be 12” square (so 
make it 12 ½” unfinished). If you need a pattern, 
please contact Kathy. 
 After much consultation and consideration, 
Merlene and I have decided to present very simple 
blocks this year with no appliqué.  All blocks will be 
a finished size of 12”. 
 If you have made a sampler of last year’s blocks, 
no matter what size, please bring it to the September 
(tops only are very acceptable). 
 
Kathy Nagle Merlene Lewis 
kenagle@directway.com Merlene.L62@cox.net
 
 
 

THANKS FOR A JOB WELL DONE 
 

Ladies, 
 I would like to thank you all for 
your generosity. The quilts are not 

only beautiful, but they will be loved and offer 
comfort to the children who receive them. More than 
the beautify of the quilt is the love, skill and time 
spent that went into making them. 
 Thank you all, 
 Sincerely, 
 Maggie Perih, R.N., Patient Care Director, 

Interventional Cardiovascular Admission 
Recovery, INOVA Heart and Vascular Institute 

 
Dear Centreville Chapter, 
 Thank you so much for your support of the 
Silent Auction at the QU Show.  We appreciate your 
3 fabric baskets, and are pleased to say they added to 
the total of roughly $5,000 raised by the auction.  
Thanks again for your support. 
 Sincerely,  
 Debbie Angerman and the QU Silent Auction 

Committee  
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PROGRAMS AND WORKSHOPS 
 

CENTREVILLE CHAPTER WORKSHOPS 
 
August 20, 2005 Easy Strip Quilting 
Centreville Public Library - Saturday, August 20th 
from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sign up is required.  Contact  
Patti Prevallet (quilt4fun@verizon.net) for  
information about the workshop. 
 

CENTREVILLE CHAPTER PROGRAMS 
 

All of the following programs take place during our 
regular chapter meetings (2nd Thursdays of the 
month) at Colin Powell Elementary School, 7:30 
pm. 
 
October 13, 2005  Barbara Powers 
 
December 8 2005  Quilto 
Join us for a fast fun game of Quilto – prizes galore! 
Quilto is based on BINGO utilizing Quilting terms. 
Guaranteed fun for all ages! 
 
January 12, 2006  Too Quirky Quilters 
The “Too Quirky Quilters” have been described as 
a stand-up comedy act for quilters , with song 
parodies about quilting. Their songs are woven into 
the story of their quilting journey with all time 
favorite “Quilting’ in the Frame” and “I’m just a 
Girl who Can’t Say No” --- to fat quarters! 
 
March 9, 2006 Eileen Doughty 
“Evolution of a Landscape Artist or: The Good, 
The Bad, and the Arty”  
A discussion of inspirations, techniques and 
materials while displaying successful and even a few 
not-so-successful original works (since we learn 
from our mistakes too) Eileen’s quilts have been 
exhibited across the US and overseas,  with some in 
many corporate, public and private collations. 
Examples can be seen on her web site 
http://www.doughtydesigns.com  
 
April 13, 2006 Mary Kerr 
“What is your Grandma’s Garden Worth?”  
Discuss the market values of various quilts and tops 
– Why we need to have our collections documented 
and appraised. 

May 11, 2006  Barbara Zygiel  
Quilting with Novelty Prints 
Pictorial prints, stripes, and plaids are fun to buy, but 
can be a challenge to use in your quilts.  See many 
samples, and learn lots of tips for using these 
amusing fabrics in your quilts. 

 
Jean Schachner  
jeanschachner@hotmail.com
 

 

Many speakers book several years in advance, so 
we’re also thinking about the programs for next 
year.  Have any speakers you’d like to have? Any 
workshops you think might be fun for the group? 
Would you like to volunteer to teach a workshop? 
Contact Jean Schachner! 
 
jeanschachner@hotmail.com

QU PROGRAMS 
 

 The presenter of the lectures and workshops is 
Laura Cater-Woods. Laura is a working studio artist 
using mixed media and fiber art. She holds a M.F.A. 
in Painting from Ohio University. Laura teaches 
nationally for conferences, guilds, shops and private 
groups. She was nominated in 2004 for Professional 
Quilter's Teacher of the Year. To learn more about 
Ms. Cater-Woods visit: www.cater-woods.com 
 
9/29/05  10:00 am  
“Fabrications:  A True Story” 
Goodwin House, 3440 S. Jefferson St., Falls Church 
Free, limited space, QU members only. 
Betty Beal (A)  
esbeal70@earthlink.net  
(703-698-7475) 
 
9/29/05  7:00 pm 
“Just The Details” 
Goodwin House, 3440 S. Jefferson St., Falls Church 
Free, limited space, QU members only. 
Betty Beal (A)  
esbeal70@earthlink.net  
(703-698-7475) 
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QU PROGRAMS (CONT.) 
 
9/30/05   12:30pm – 6:30pm 
“Collage Landscapes” 
The Artful Quilter, 13860-F Braddock Rd., 
Centreville, VA 
$40 Fee, workshop limited to 20. 
Lynn Brekke (R)  
lbrekke@verizon.net
(703) 476-1316 
 
10/1/05 
“Tempting the Muse” 
The Artful Quilter, 13860-F Braddock Rd, 
Centreville, VA 
$40 Fee, workshop limited to 20. 
Lynn Brekke (R)  
lbrekke@verizon.net
(703) 476-1316 

 
QU QUILT SHOW 
 
 Connie and Bonnie are busy 
getting in touch with teachers for 

our quilt show next spring.  We are trying to plan a 
variety of classes, based largely on feedback from 
the exit surveys at the show and emails received in 
response to the Digest notice asking for suggestions.  
We are looking at Thursday afternoon and evening 
classes or lectures, plus Friday, Saturday, and 
possibly Sunday.   
 Our chapter’s responsibility for the show will be 
running the classes – mailing registration packets, 
set up, student sign in, lobby functions, helping 
teachers, etc.; more on this later.  For now, just email 
or call us with any class suggestions you have. 
 
Connie Gallant Bonnie Wilbur 
mcgallant@msn.com bonnie_wilbur@cox.net

 
SCRAP BAG 

 
UN-SEAMING THE DRAGON 

 
 Have you ever reached a point in a project when 
you have to put it down for a few days?  Or, as in 
my case, made a mistake that needs to be undone 
and need to bolster yourself before you start ripping 
seams?   
 You set it aside to work on another project, and 
then another, and perhaps a third.  All of a sudden, 
the few days turn in to a couple of weeks, and you 
still can’t bring yourself to work on it.   

 Now when you go into your sewing area you 
avoid looking at it.  In fact, you might stack 
something else on top of it, or you move it into a 
dark corner ‘so it won’t get damaged.’   
 This project ‘mocks’ me at every opportunity – 
as I lay down after a long day, it pops into my mind; 
walking past my sewing room, it calls to me with the 
song of the Sirens.  I have now avoided my sewing 
room for a month – this simple un-seam has become 
the proverbial dragon in the closet that keeps me up 
at night.  I even painted my kitchen to avoid working 
on it!   
 As July wanes, however, I must face my dragon.  
For this project is my Summer Challenge and 
September looms!  I must gird my loins, shine my 
armor, and sharpen my seam-ripper.  Tonight I will 
vanquish this beast!   
 Well, perhaps tomorrow, after I … 
 I wish you much luck battling your un-seams 
and other Dragons this summer! 
 
Deb Cobb  
deb@cobbsoft.com

 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 
 I will continue taking renewals and new 
memberships for the 2005-2006 QU year during the 
summer and at the September meeting.  Remember 
that dues have increased this year.  It is $20.00 for a 
regular membership, $30.00 for a family 
membership and $10.00 for senior or associate.  You 
do not need to fill out a form if your information is 
the same.  If anything changes during the year (e-
mail, address, phone, etc.) be sure to give me the 
new information so you will continue to get your 
newsletters. 
 
Jacqueline Lehman  
dlehman5@cox.net
 

 
A great big welcome to our new members.  They 
are: 
 
Dawn Mosteller 
Evelyn Leverette 
Danita Lynch 
Heather Pearl 
Deborah Howard 
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CENTREVILLE QU MEETING NOTES 
JUNE 9, 2005

President - Bonnie Wilbur   
• Bonnie welcomed everyone at 7:30 pm.   

Big QU News - Bonnie Wilbur 
• Bonnie passed along the thank you from Barb to 

everyone who contributed to her quilt.  It will be 
in next year’s quilt show. 

Quilt show –Connie Gallant  
• Connie thanked everyone, told us classes would 

be back next year and that we would need 
volunteers (registrars, teachers, helpers, etc) 

• There were 550 quilts in the show; 80 were from 
CQU. Out of the pink breast cancer blocks that 
were donated there were 7 quilt tops completed.  
There were also 10 project Linus quilts and 15 
quilts of Valor completed. 

Quilt Collector – Kim Eskelund 
• Quilts are here for pick-up.  Thank you to 

everyone. 
• Introduced Barbara William’s bee, who are next 

year’s collectors. 
Treasurer Report – Fund Raising – Bonnie for Patti 
Prevallet 

• Bonnie thanked Patti 
• Introduced Tammy Cross the new Treasurer for 

next year. 
• Need a volunteer to audit the books 
• Turn in receipts tonight to Tammy, mail them to 

Patti, or bring them to the turnover board 
meeting on June 23. 

Auction – Suzanne Auble 
• Auction is in Nov. and gives us money for 

programs 
• Introduced Joan Unkel and Barbara Powers for 

next year 
• A list was passed around for sign up if you 

already know what you will donate. 
Workshops – Marianne Stana and Mary Jane Meehan 

• Next Workshop is Aug 20 at the Centreville 
library. 

• Thank you to Marianna and Mary Jane 
• Patti Prevallet will do the workshops next year. 

 Retreat – Jennifer Betar 
• Fall retreat is October 14-17.  Cost is 

approximately $200. 
• Retreat is closed with 24 attendees.  There are 2 

on waiting list.  Contact Terri Klear (703-378-
7256) if you need to cancel over the summer. 

• Marianne Stana’s bee will take over retreats for 
next year. Jennifer has done it for 3 years 

School Liaison – Marianne Stana 
• This year CQU contribution was presented by 

Marianne to the school custodians who do so 
much to help us.  There is also a stipend to go to 
the 24 new teachers to help them get started. 

Beekeeper –Jean Klimek 

• Jean introduced Motoko Wharton the new 
beekeeper for next year 

• Jean has been Beekeeper for 2 years.  Thank you 
Jean. 

Community Service – Jean Klimek 
• Drawing winners were Sharon Perry, Suzanne 

Auble, Mary Fratita, Jesse Moore, Christine 
Elder and Susan Haftel. 

Block of the Month - Merlene Lewis and Kathy Nagle 
• Merlene and Kathy will continue next year. 
• We will use the same size blocks next year. 

The following board members were thanked and 
introductions were made for next year. 
Library display – Deb Dratch and Jane Beaver 

• Continuing next year. 
CQU Librarian – Chris White 

• Continuing next year. 
Membership - Jacqueline Lehman 

• Continuing next year. 
Newsletter – Terri Klear 

• Introduced Deb Cobb 
Historian – Karen Bell 

• Introduced Polly Monica 
Nominating Committee – Susan Boyle 

• Continuing next year. 
Secretary – Sara Stone 

• Introduced Susan Haftel 
Summer Challenge - Barbara Powers 

• Continuing next year. 
• See Barbara if you still need fabric for this 

summer. 
Social – Jill Clauss 

• Introduced Margo Twohey 
• Thank you for the food tonight 

Mystery Quilt – Carol Meeker 
• Show and tell for completed mystery quilt tops – 

approximately 20.   
• Christine Alber won the drawing 

Program - Polly Monica  
• Polly introduced Jean Schachner for next year 
• Polly was presented with a thank you gift 
• Polly presented a watermelon basket full of red, 

green and beige fabric to Bonnie Wilbur as a 
thank you from the CQU. 

Other Announcements: 
• Bonnie asked for a show of hands to see who 

would be interested in buying a short sleeve T-
Shirt. 

• The 3rd Thurs of June, July and August the 
Redwork bee meets at Colin Powell.  Come and 
meet people, do Redwork, or your own project 

• Sept 8, is the first meeting of the new Year 
Show & Tell 
Respectfully submitted, Sara Stone 
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CALLING FOR SUBMISSIONS 
 

Centrestitch is looking to hear from you: 
• Tell us a great quilt story, or share your thoughts on being a quilter 
• Do you have a great tip or technique that you have used to rescue yourself? 
• Found a new web site? 
• Found a new fabric store? 
• Is there a product that has changed your life? (Or made it a bit easier?) 
• Don’t want to write an article, but have an idea?  

 
Email or call the editor and we will make a place for you in the newsletter! 
Deb Cobb  
deb@cobbsoft.com

CENTREVILLE QU BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Position Name Phone Email Address 
President Bonnie Wilbur 703-378-5802 bonnie_wilbur@cox.net 
Vice President Jean Schachner 703-368-1368 JeanSchachner@hotmail.com
Treasurer Tammy Cross 703-266-4775 tammy_cross@earthlink.net 
Secretary Susan Haftel 703-830-9649 shaftel@cox.net 
Nominating Susan Boyle 703-620-4670 susanboyle@mailcity.com 
Auction Joan Unkel 703-830-2965 jeunkel@erols.com 
  Barbara Powers 703-830-9251 barbpowers77@msn.com 
Bee Keeper Motoko Wharton 703-620-0892 jbmtw@yahoo.com 
Block of the Month Merlene Lewis 703-830-2538 Merlene.L62@cox.net 
  Kathy Nagle 540-785-9904 kenagle@direcway.com 
Community Service Adele Dillie 703-902-5981 vaquilter@hotmail.com 
Fund Raising Tammy Cross 703-266-4775 tammy_cross@earthlink.net 
Historian Polly Monica 703-449-0086 Pollyporch@aol.com 
Librarian Chris White 703-327-1144 cwhite743@aol.com 
Library Display Centrepiecers Bee – Deb Dratch 703-322-8748 farmgirl1@cox.net 
Membership Jacqueline Lehman 703-266-8870 dlehman5@cox.net 
Mystery Quilt Susan Catlett 703-759-6932 catlett1s@cox.net 
Newsletter Deb Cobb 703-437-2025 deb@cobbsoft.com 
QU Activity Jill Clauss 703-590-9536 jclauss@alum.rpi.edu 
Quilt Collector Barbara William’s Bee 703-378-5739 Babs318@erols.com 

Connie Gallant 703-754-4314 mcgallant@msn.com Quilt Show Rep 
Bonnie Wilbur 703-378-5802 bonnie_wilbur@cox.net 

Retreat Marianne Stana's Bee 703-620-2290 mhstana@cox.net 
School Issues Marianne Stana 703-620-2290 mhstana@cox.net 
Social Margo Twohey 703-938-9719 none 
Summer Challenge Barbara Powers 703-830-9251 barbpowers77@msn.com 
Workshops Patti Prevallet 703-239-8646 quilt4fun@verizon.net 
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