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Dear Quilting Friends,  

    Warm weather is finally here, and hopefully 
to stay.  It seems as if once it warms up we 
feel like anything is possible, at least I do.                                    
Several of us had a great time at the Quilt-In 
on Sunday afternoon.  The Centreville group 
that organized it did a great job and we 
enjoyed a shower of fat quarters being thrown 
to willing hands at the end of the afternoon.  I 
was fortunate to show the batik quilt we are 
donating for the QU Silent Auction and Julia 
showed one of our wounded soldier 
quilts...number 104....both were well received.  
    Many thanks to Carolyn Pic and all of you 
for the successful Spring Yard Sale.  Our 
treasury is enhanced and hopefully your studio 
has less clutter.  
    The program meeting was presented by 
Debby Kratovil.  This prolific quilter showed 
us many interesting shortcuts and new ways to 
approach our quilting.  I loved her quilt label 
ideas.  In the afternoon she offered a workshop 
on creative borders.  The many samples Debby 
shared with us were great and we all had a fun 
time.  
     The big QU quilt show is just around the 
corner;  please be sure and let Lynn Munch 
and Loretta Spittle know when you will be 
able to help with set-up.  Our quilt 
collectors....alias Beverly and Sue…will 
collect our 101 quilts on May 15, 22, or 29.     
Our May business meeting is considered our 
Annual Meeting.  Please come ready to vote 
on the proposed by-law changes and to elect 
new officers for the coming year. Nominations 
may be made from the floor in addition to the 
slate that Kim has presented.  
     Loretta Spittle will have raffle tickets for 
sale at this meeting.  The proceeds from this 
raffle support QU functions so please put an 
extra dollar or two in your bag and buy some 
raffle tickets.  They are $1 each and our goal is 
to sell 100 tickets.  Thanks in advance.  
     Our May program is so-o-o-o-o exciting. 
 Fran Kordek is coming and will present a 
program on Tuesday and then our first (in a 
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long time, or at least since I joined in 2002) all-day workshop on Wednesday.  We will be making 
string-pieced star blocks.  Sign up at the business meeting if you have not already, after that day the 
workshop will be opened to other QU members.  Don't miss the fun!  
    Later in May is our big QU annual meeting, Let's have a big turnout to vote for our Lisa Langlais 
for Secretary.  All the necessary information is on the big QU web site; check it out.  
    I have 80 fabrics to iron and cut out for Elli's floral exchange this summer; now I better get busy 
and make those 4 patches.  
    As you enjoy this newsletter and think of all the great programs, projects and fun we have together, 
please take a moment and remember the Virginia Tech students and faculty who lost their lives this 
past week. So much promise was lost in an instant.    
 There is lots to read here, so enjoy,   Penny 

 
 

Summary of Business Meeting Minutes – April 
3, 2007  

Julia, VP, substituting for Penny, called the meeting to order at 10:00am.  She greeted members and 
guests.  A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the minutes from our last business 
meeting. Verbal vote, yes, recorded; none opposed.  Kitty reported our balance as $11,141.00 with a 
membership total of 116.  Additional reports covered programs upcoming, quilt collecting dates, 
upcoming, summer floral swap, QU show updates and info and charity workshop info for end of May, 
BOM #10 now available.  Julia reported that the proposed, revised by-laws were emailed to all 
members and discussion and voting will take place during the May business meeting.  Door prizes 
were given out and members and guests were then invited to shop, as today was the SQU Spring Yard 
Sale.  The business portion of the meeting was adjourned at 10:30am.  Respectfully submitted, Cindy 
Grimord, Secretary 
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We will be taking memberships for the 2007-2008 membership year starting in May.  Please submit 
your requests for reimbursement in a timely fashion.  Please deposit all outstanding checks by 15 June 
2007. 
 
 

VP’s Corner 
MEET THE QUILTER 
As the year winds down we have just two “Quilters to Meet” left.  Beverly Pontius will entertain us 
on May 1st after the business meeting.  Then I will bring in some of my quilts on June 5th.  And a 
heartfelt thank you to Lynn Munch for sharing her quilts with us in March.  I hope we can continue 
this program next year as it is so much fun to see our friends’ quilting journeys. 
 
STAR BLOCKS OF THE MONTH 
The last two star block patterns will be available at the May business meeting – these will be the last 
two block patterns for the year, making a total of twelve stars.  I still have copies of most of the 
previous months’ patterns, so if you missed a pattern or two please see me.  I’m looking forward to 



 

 

seeing some quilt tops completed over the summer, and perhaps some 
star quilts in the QU show in June 2008. 

BIG QU 
PRESENTS! 

Sally Schneider, nationally-known quilting teacher, author and designer.  You’ll have three 
opportunities to learn from Sally: 

On Thursday, May 3, 7 pm, at Frost Middle School in Fairfax City.  After Big QU’s Annual 
meeting (refreshments, elections) Sally will give a slide/trunk show on Confessions of a 
Scrap Maniac.  “We all have scrap bags, or boxes, or barrels full of bits and pieces. But 
what are we doing with these fabrics? You'll see how I purchase fabrics, prepare my scraps so 
they are ready to use when I want to make a scrap quilt, and choose good designs. We'll also 
explore the elements of a good scrap quilt and some of the things to avoid.”  This event is 
FREE for all QU members.   

On Friday, May 4, 10:30 – 5:00, at G-Street Fabrics, Seven Corners Center in Falls Church 
a Christmas Crackers border quilt workshop.  Use your luscious floral fabrics for the 
Laurel Wreath blocks in the center of this quilt, then add the oh-so-simple Christmas 
Crackers border for a fabulous finish. You'll love the simple-to-construct, never-fails-to-fit, 
Built-In Border methods that Sally will show you.  You are more than welcome to use any 
type of “theme fabric” for the workshop.  $40 for QU members.   

On Saturday, May 5, 10:30 – 5:00, at G-Street Fabrics, Seven Corners Center in Falls 
Church a Pieced Corners quilt workshop.  Based on the Skyrocket quilt in Scrap Frenzy 
(page 73), in this class, we explore what can happen if you take a traditional block and turn it 
on point, then add triangles to each side to square it up again. By piecing those triangles, you 
can get some amazing effects. The class sample is 9 blocks with fun and easy border, but I'll 
show you in class how you can make it more contemporary by adding different backgrounds.  
$40 for QU members. 
(For more class information, class examples, and current supply lists go to Sally’s 
web site: www.sallyschneider.com/classes.htm.)  For workshop registration 
information, please email: APQSQuilter@aol.com. 
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Our speaker on May 15 will be Fran Kordek from Elkins, West Virginia.  Fran will present a trunk 
show of her quilts as she shares about her personal quilting journey.  On Wednesday, May 16, we will 
have an all-day workshop from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Grace Presbyterian.  Here's how Fran 
describes her String-Pieced Star class:  Use a variety of strips to create scrap stars just like our 
quilting grandmothers did!  Use template-free methods to cut the patches and precision machine 
techniques to achieve a smooth star center and set-in corners.  Class project will be a 12" block; 
border options will be discussed.  The fee is only $40. Please sign up by Tuesday, May 1 with either 
Aby Dolinger or Julia Renken; on May 2 other QU members will be invited to fill empty slots.  E-
mail Aby Dolinger (aby.dolinger@us.army.mil) for a supply list and digital photos of the project. 
Bring a sack lunch!  
 



 

 

MYSTERY QUILT  
Sleuths and Gumshoes, you have just one more month to complete your Mystery Quilt 
top.  Bring your top for Show and Tell on Tuesday, June 5th.  If you are missing any 
clues, please contact Aby Dolinger (aby.dolinger@us.army.mil). 

Culinary Expressions 
Thanks to all who provided snacks for both our meetings this month.  A special 
thanks to Julia for the coffee set-up for our program meeting ( I was in NC 
visiting my daughter and son-in-law!)  On deck for our May business meeting 
are:  Lisa Langlais, Francine York, Debbie Dishmon, Pat Lane, Joan 

Oelschlager, and Doris Richbourg.  Thank you, Cindy. 
  

 
 
 
 

QUILT SHOW NEWS 
 
Our Quilt Show is less then 2 months away and we are beginning our call for volunteers to help with 
SETUP and TAKEDOWN.   Springfield is the responsible chapter - with Vienna - for setup & 
takedown, and we are working on getting volunteers specifically for setup and takedown.   If you 
work a shift you will be eligible for a three-day admission for $5. In addition to quilters, we need 
quilters' husbands, uncles, brothers, friends, and others to help too, as well as quilters' children (see 
below about young paid workers).  We need many people to volunteer.  

What is Setup / Takedown, and when is it? 

On Wednesday, May 30, volunteers meet at the storage shed at 4:30 pm to help load the equipment 
used to set up the show onto a truck. The shed is very near the Expo center. This job takes about 2 
hours; the more people we have the less time it takes. 

On Thursday morning, May 31, starting at 8:00 am MANY volunteers are needed to set up the poles, 
drapes and quilts.  Breakfast & lunch are provided. PLEASE VOLUNTEER!  We need teams of pole 
assemblers, quilt hangers and people to go behind us to make sure everything is correct.  There are all 
kinds of jobs for all levels of ability and strength; not everyone needs to go up ladders!  People 
who've done this before will show new people how it's done.  

The quilt collectors arrive with quilts at about 1:00 pm so there are 5 hours to get the poles and drapes 
up.  Vendors arrive about 2:00 pm. Bring your own work gloves if you have them (we have gloves if 
you don't), and wear sturdy comfortable shoes; this isn't a place for sandals or flipflops. 

On Sunday, June 4 at 4:00 pm we "strike" the show: everything comes down.  Volunteers must be at 
the Expo Center no later than 3:45 - the doors are locked right at 4:00 and don't re-open until all the 
quilts are accounted for by the quilt collectors.  This job moves fast - it takes about 3 hours & it isn't 
over until everything is loaded in the truck and then returned to the shed. Again, many hands make it 
go faster - and SAFER. A good team is needed to return with the truck to the shed to help unload 
everything. PLEASE PLAN TO STAY and help back at the shed!!. Everyone is tired by this time and 
we don't want to overburden those who are continuing to work.  

PAID WORKERS ages 18-28: Last year we had a wonderful turnout of young paid workers who 
helped us set up the show in record time and were a fantastic help with takedown.  Again this year we 
will pay young people ages 18 to 28 to work setup and takedown. We're giving them $12 per hour.  
Also we will pay a BONUS of $25 to paid workers who work 2 shifts, one of which is working 



 

 

Sunday with takedown.  This will be a great way to make some extra $$$$ for the summer.  If you 
have children ages 18-28 and their friends also18-28 sign them up with Lynn Munch 
(llmunch@cox.net) or (703) 768-6537 - they will need to bring their Social Security Number. 

If you have 16 & 17 yr old kids who are STRONG and STURDY they can sign up to work as porters 
for the vendors. They are too young to work setup/takedown, but they can work for vendors moving 
their inventory to the booths or out of the booths on Sunday.  Vendors will pay them separately from 
the guild.  Please give Lynn Munch their names. 

TO VOLUNTEER YOURSELF and/or YOUR CHILDREN 
 TO WORK SETUP and/or TAKEDOWN: 

 
PLEASE CALL OR E-MAIL 

 
Lynn Munch 703-768-6537, llmunch@cox.net 

 
Thank you!  We're looking forward to a great show! 

�
 
FROM THE QUILT COLLECTORS:    
We will be collecting quilts for the Big QU show on 3 Tuesdays during May from 9:30 to 11:00 in the 
morning on May 15, May 22, & May 29.   
1.  Please have each quilt in an individual pillowcase or pillowcase-type bag. 
2.  Each quilt AND bag must have a label with the name of the quilt, chapter name, and your name.  
Large basting stitches to attach the temporary labels are fine. 
3.  Each quilt must have a hanging sleeve to dimensions starting with a 7", or larger, strip of fabric. 
4.  Quilts will be returned to you on Tuesday, June 5th, at the regular monthly business meeting. 
Questions?  Call Beverly Pontius, 703-323-8709 and/or  Sue Baker, 703-323-6832. 
 
 

Nominations 
The Springfield QU Nominating Committee has presented the following slate of officers for the 2007-
2008 year: 

President  Julia Renken 
Vice President  Cindy Grimord 
Secretary  Beth Freerksen 
Treasurer  Kitty Tyler 
Nominating  Penny Boyanton 

Elections will take place at the May business meeting at which time nominations from the floor will  
also be accepted. 
 
 
 

Happy birthday   and congratulations to all of our SQU members who will be 

celebrating their special days in the month of May: 

Beth Jurewicz    5/3     Karen Jones    5/4 

Jane Leeling    5/6   Barb Morgan    5/9 



 

 

Marilyn Coffman    5/11   Sallyann Morrison    5/16 

Pam Morthimer    5/17   Diane Henry    5/19 

Kim Fess    5/30 

 
 
 
        Quilting for Others –  
        Get It Finished! Workshop on 
May 29th 
 
             Many of you have asked that we have a workshop designed not to start new soldier quilts,  
             but to finish the ones we've already started.  Mary Redding, one of our newest members,  
             will be sharing her tips for machine quilting.  Mary told me she has a passion to encourage 
             others with their machine quilting--I can't wait to see her in action.  I will also be  
             demonstrating a machine binding technique that allows you to put on a binding completely  
             by machine (for those of you who heard Debbie Kratovil, I think I do it the same way she    
             does).  The workshop will start at 9:30 AM and run until after lunch so every come with  
             whatever you need to baste, quilt or bind your quilts and a bag lunch.  I look forward to 
             seeing you all there!  Diane Henry 
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Through May 28 – “Jamestown Challenge Quilts,” “Come Home to Virginia Quilts” from the VQM 
Collection, Virginia Quilt Museum, Harrisonburg, VA (www.vaquiltmuseum.org). 

Through September 16 – “Quilts in a Material World: Selections from the Winterthur Collection,” 
Winterthur Museum, Wilmington, DE (www.winterthur.org). 

April 27-29 – “Crazy for Quilts,” Friendship Star Quilters annual quilt show, Montgomery County 
Fairgrounds, Gaithersburg, MD (www.friendshipstar.org).   

May 3 – Spring QU Annual Meeting followed by lecture by Sally Schneider “Confessions of a 
ScrapManiac,” 7:00pm, Frost Middle School (in Fairfax City on Pickett Road behind Woodson High 
School). 



 

 

May 4-5 – Sally Schneider workshops “Christmas Crackers Border Quilt” and “Pieced Corners 
Quilt,” at G Street Seven Corners Store in Falls Church, 10:30 – 5:00 each day. 

May 5-6 – “Quilted Jewels.” Quilters Guild of Southern Maryland biannual show, Village Green 
Pavilion, Indian Head, MD. 

May 5-6 – Maryland Sheep and Wool festival, Howard County Fairgrounds (off I-70 between 
Baltimore and Frederick) (www.sheepandwool.org). 

May 18-20 – 17th Annual Southern Maryland Quilt & Needlework Show, Sotterly Plantation, 
Hollywood, Maryland (www.sotterly.com). 

May 18-20 – VA Star Quilters Spring Quilt Show, Salem Church Library, Fredericksburg, VA, 
(www.vastarquilters.com). 

June 1-2-3 – 34th Annual Quilters Unlimited Show and classes at Dulles Expo Center, Chantilly, VA 
(www.quiltersunlimited.org). 

July 26-29 – Quilt Odyssey 2007, Hershey Lodge and Convention Center, Hershey, PA 
(www.quiltodyssey.com).  

 

NEWSLETTER NEWS 

The deadline for the next newsletter will be Friday, May 18, the Friday after our program 
meeting. Please e-mail your input to kimfess@aol.com.  I would appreciate it if you would 
send your copy in the body of your e-mail rather than as an attachment and keep any 
formatting to a minimum.  That will help to save me time.  Thank you! 

 
Celebrate Cinco de 

Mayo! 


